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Jim Specht says to take advantage of the sunlight !  The soybean field should be 

green to the eye by the 4th of July. June 21 is the longest day of the year, so you 

want the soybeans capturing as much light as possible by then.
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The first portion of this data was a planting date by planting population trial.  In 

all cases, the early outyielded the late.  The last two trials were planting date 

only trial at 150K planting population.  In these trials, a fungicide+insecticide 

seed treatment was applied to both early and late planted plots.  We were 

unsure how well the early planted would work with the cold, wet spring and rain 

occurring after the April planting date occurred with most of these plots-but the 

early still out-yielded the late in all these plots.



6



2009 planting date data.  Again, all the early planted out-yielded the late planted-

but not by much in most cases.  The goal according to Jim Specht is that you 

can gain more with early planting dates in a year with a warm spring.

There was no significant statistical difference between early and late planted 

yields in any individual study.  However, the combined irrigated data showed a 

significant yield difference at both the 95 and 99% levels for the early vs. later 

planted fields.  There was a large amount of yield variation due to location when 

the  study locations were combined.
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The dryland field at South Central Ag Lab  near Clay Center had serious 

jackrabbit damage and essentially no yield difference was observed.  This area 

of Nebraska was very dry in 2009.
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